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INDIAN SCHOOL MUSCAT 
SENIOR SECTION 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

CLASS: X : DEMOCRATIC POLITICS 
CHAPTER: 7 – OUTCOMES OF DEMOCRACY 

 

Q. N WRITE THE FOLLOWING QUESTION’S ANSWERS IN YOUR CLASS WORK BOOK 
1, 4, 5, 12 & 18 

Mks. 

1 “Democracy is better form of government than other forms of governments”. Justify the 
statement.  

5 

2 Evaluate the most basic outcome of democracy as the people will have the right to choose? 
OR 

Is democratic government efficient and effective? 
OR 

‘Democracy is an accountable, responsive and legitimate form government’. Explain 
(CCE QUESTION- March-2011)  

1. Most basic outcomes of democracy should be that it produces a government that is 
accountable to the citizens, and responsive to the needs and expectations of the 
citizens. 

2. Democracy is based on the idea of deliberation and negotiation. So, some delay is 
bound to take place but because it has followed procedures, its decisions may be 
both more acceptable to the people and more effective. So, the cost of time that 
democracy pays is perhaps worth it. 

3. A citizen who wants to know if a decision was taken through the correct procedures 
can find this out. She has the right and the means to examine the process of decision-
making. This is known as transparency. 

4. The democratic government develops mechanisms for citizens to hold the 
government accountable and mechanisms for citizens to take part in decision making 
whenever they think fit. 

3/5 

3 How do we measure the outcomes of democracy? 
Ans:  

1. Regular free and fair elections, open public debate of major policies, legislations and 
‘Right to Information’ about the government and it’s functioning. 

2. Democracies have had greater success in setting up regular free and fair elections and 
in setting up conditions for open public debate. 

3. In other terms it may be reasonable to expect from a democracy a government that is 
attentive to the needs and demands of the people and is largely free of corruption. 

4. ‘Democratic government is legitimate government’. It may be slow, less efficient, not 
always very responsive or clean. But democratic government is people’s own 
government. So there is an overwhelming support for the idea of democracy all over 
the world. 

3 / 5 

4 Assess the economic growth and development in democratic countries. 5 
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5 Study the table given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Rates of economic growth for different countries, 1950 – 2000 

     Type of regimes and  countries Growth Rate 

All democratic regimes 3.95 

All  dictatorial regimes 4.42 

Poor countries under dictatorship 4.34 

Poor countries under democracy 4.28 

i. What is the rate of economic growth of all dictatorial regimes? 
ii. Mention any two reasons why economic growth rate alone cannot be a reason to 

reject democracy.     1+2=3 
(CBSE QUESTION- August,2009) (Answer this Q/A in your class work book) 

1+2=3 

6 How does the democratic government address the problem of economic inequality? 

Ans: 

a) ‘It is reasonable to expect democracies to reduce economic disparities’. Democracies 
are based on political equality. All individuals have equal weight in electing 
representatives. Parallel to the process of bringing individuals into the political arena 
on an equal footing, we find growing economic inequalities. 

b) A small number of ultra-rich enjoy a highly disproportionate share of wealth and 
incomes. Not only that, their share in the total income of the country has been 
increasing. 

c) Those at the bottom of the society have very little to depend upon. Their incomes 
have been declining. Sometimes they find it difficult to meet their basic needs of life, 
such as food, shelter and clothing. 

d) The poor constitute a large proportion of our voters and no party will like to lose their 
votes. Yet democratically elected governments do not seem to be as keen to address 
the problem of poverty as we expect. 

3 

7 How does democracy lead to peaceful and harmonious life among citizens? Explain 

OR 
Is democracy a better form of government to resolve social differences? Explain 

a) ‘It is fair to expect that democracy can produce a harmonious social life’. No society 
can fully and permanently resolve conflicts among different groups. But we certainly 
learn to respect these differences and we can also evolve mechanisms to negotiate 
the differences. Democracy is best suited to produce this outcome. 

b) Non-democratic regimes often turn a blind eye to or suppress internal social 
differences. Ability to handle social differences, divisions and conflicts is thus a plus 
point of democratic regimes. (2+2=4)   (CBSE QUESTION- March 2009) 

3 
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8 What are the conditions under which democracies accommodate social diversities? 
OR 

Explain with examples how democracy can accommodate diversity. 
(CCE QUESTION- March-2011)  
Ans: 

1. Democracy is simply not the rule of the majority. In democracy the majority works 
with minority and the government represents the general view of citizens.  

2. Rule by majority does not mean that it should be the rule of the majority community, 
race or linguistic groups. Different persons or groups get to be a majority at some 
point of time in the decision making process or during elections in a democracy.  
Example; Sri Lanka     (11/2+11/2=3) 

3 

9 How does democracy promote dignity and freedom of the citizens? Explain  
Ans: 

1. Democracy stands much superior to any other form of government in promoting 
dignity and freedom of the individual. 

2. Democracies throughout the world have recognized the passion for respect and 
freedom of the individual. 

3. Most of the societies across the world were historically male dominated societies; 
respect and equal treatment of women are necessary ingredients of a democratic 
society. 

4. Democracy in India has strengthened the claims of the disadvantaged and 
discriminated castes for equal status and equal opportunity.  

3 

10 What is the most distinctive feature about democracy? 
Ans: 

a) The most distinctive feature about democracy is that its examination never gets over. 
As democracy passes one test, it produces another test. 

b) When people get some benefits of democracy, they ask more and want to make 
democracy even better. 

c) So, when we ask people about the functioning of democracy, they will always come 
up with more expectations, and many complaints. 

d) The fact that people are complaining is itself a testimony to the success of democracy.  
e) People have developed awareness and ability to expect and to look critically at power 

holders and high and the mighty. 

5 

11 Point out what shows the success of democratic projects? Examine its importance. 
Ans: 

a) A public expression of dissatisfaction with democracy. 
b) It transforms people from status of a subject into that of a citizen. 
c) Most individuals also believe that their vote makes a difference to the way the 

government is run and to their own self- interest. 

3 

12 Why is democratic government known as legitimate government? Explain. 
CCE Question (Board – March, 2014) 

3 

13 
 

What are the main features of democracy? 
CCE Question (Board – March, 2015) 

5 

14 “Democracies are not appearing to be very successful in reducing economic inequalities”. Analyse the 
statement. (SA 2 EXAM – March, 2016)  5x1=5 

5 

15 “Democracy is accountable and responsive to the needs and expectations of the citizens.” Evaluate 
the statement. (SA 2 EXAM –Compartment, July-2017 with Board Answer) 
Ans: 

1. Democracy is accountable and responsive to the needs and expectations of the citizens: 
2. The most basic outcome of democracy is that it produces a government that is accountable to 

the citizens, and responsive to the needs and expectations of the citizens.  

3/5 
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3. Economic growth and development –level of economic development is slow because of delay 
in decision making.  

4. Accommodation of social diversity – majority should work with minority. Dignity and freedom 
of citizens-every individual wants to receive respect from fellow beings. Equality of women. 

16 Which values can help to strengthen democracy? Explain your views. 
(SA-2 EXAM –Compartment, July-2017 with Board Answer) 
Ans: 
Value that can help to strengthens democracy:  
(i) Creating a sense of sincerity/ accountability commitment.  
(ii) Socio economic equality.  
(iii) Active participation of people in political affairs.  
(iv) Developing the value of tolerance.  
(v) Respect to each other. 

3 

17 Which values make democracy better than any other form of government? Explain. 
(SA-2 EXAM –March-2017 (Foreign) with Board Answer) 
Values of Democracy: 
i. Values of social justice, equality, fraternity. 
ii. Transparency. 
iii. Legitimacy. 
iv.  Importance to public opinion. 
v.  Provides rights to people.  
vi.  Feeling of collective belonging.  
vii.  Secularism and tolerance.  
viii.  Feeling of integrity and dutifulness.  
ix.  Respecting minorities. 
x.  Any other relevant point. 

1x3 

18 Explain the three factors that are crucial in deciding the outcome of politics of socialdivisions. 
(CBSE-MARCH 2018)    (3X1=3) 

3 

 

 


